
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

CASE NO. 20-cv-81205-RAR 

 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION,  

     Plaintiff,  

v.  

COMPLETE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS  

GROUP, INC., d/b/a PAR FUNDING, et al,  

    Defendants 

__________________________________________/ 

 

JOINT MOTION BY DEFENDANTS JOSEPH LAFORTE, LISA MCELHONE, JOSEPH 

COLE BARLETA, DEAN VAGNOZZI, PERRY ABBONIZIO, MICHAEL FURMAN, 

AND PLAINTIFF SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION TO EXTEND TIME 

TO FILE THE JOINT PRETRIAL STIPULATION AND OTHER DEADLINES BY ONE 

DAY 

Defendants Joseph LaForte, Lisa McElhone, Joseph Cole Barleta, Dean Vagnozzi, Perry 

Abbonizio, Michael Furman, and Plaintiff Securities and Exchange Commission respectfully ask 

the Court for a brief extension, of one day, to file the Joint Pretrial Stipulation, the Jury Instructions 

and all parties Replies in Support of Motions for Summary Judgment.  

This motion is not filed for purposes of delay. The parties have been working diligently 

together to prepare the Joint Pretrial Stipulation, the Jury Instructions, and to exchange Witness 

Lists and Trial Exhibits, as well as to draft their briefs for the Motions in Limine and the Reply 

briefs for the Motions for Summary Judgement.  The Parties have also been in settlement 

discussions with Magistrate Judge Reinhart, which have been time consuming. Consequently, the 

parties all require additional time. 
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WHEREFORE the parties jointly request a one-day extension of time to file the Joint 

Pretrial Stipulation, their Jury Instructions and the and Replies in Support of their Motions for 

Summary Judgment until Thursday, November 11, 2021.   

 

November 10, 2021     

 Respectfully Submitted, 

  

 LAW OFFICES OF ALAN S. FUTERFAS 

Attorneys for Lisa McElhone 

565 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor  

New York, New York 10017 

(212) 684-8400  

asfuterfas@futerfaslaw.com 

 

/s/ Alan S. Futerfas    

ALAN S. FUTERFAS  

Admitted Pro Hac Vice 

 

  

 GRAYROBINSON, P.A. 

Local Counsel for Lisa McElhone 

333 S.E. 2d Avenue, Suite 3200 

Miami, Florida 33131 

Telephone: (305) 416-6880 

Facsimile: (305) 416-6887  

joel.hirschhorn@gray-robinson.com 

 

/s/ Joel Hirschhorn   

JOEL HIRSCHHORN  

Florida Bar #104573 

 

  

 

 /s/ Bettina Schein 

Bettina Schein, Esq. 

Attorney for Joseph Cole Barleta 

565 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 

10017 (212) 880-9417 

bschein@bettinascheinlaw.com 

Admitted Pro Hac Vice  
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 FRIDMAN FELS & SOTO, PLLC  

2525 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 750 

Coral Gables, FL 33134 

Telephone: 305-569-7701 

asoto@ffslawfirm.com  

Attorneys for Joseph W. LaForte  

/s/ Alejandro O. Soto  

ALEJANDRO O, SOTO, ESQ  

Florida Bar No. 172847  

 

  

 

 KOPELOWITZ OSTROW FERGUSON 

WEISELBERG GILBERT One W. Las 

Olas Blvd., Suite 500 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 

Attorneys for Joseph W. LaForte  

/s/ Joshua R. Levine 

JOSHUA R. LEVINE  

Florida Bar Number: 91807 

Levine@kolawyers.com  

DAVID L. FERGUSON  

Florida Bar Number: 0981737 

Ferguson@kolawyers.com  

ALEXIS FIELDS 

Florida Bar Number: 95953 

Fields@kolawyers.com  

  

 

 s/Amie Riggle Berlin 

Amie Riggle Berlin, Esq. 

Senior Trial Counsel 

Florida Bar No. 630020 

Direct Dial: (305) 982-6322 

Direct email: berlina@sec.gov Attorney for 

Plaintiff SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 

COMMISSION 

801 Brickell Avenue, Suite 1800 Miami, 

Florida 33131 

Telephone: (305) 982-6300  
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 Millenial Law 

501 E. Las Olas Blvd. 

Suite 200/308 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33301 Telephone: 

(954) 271-2719  

/s/ Zachary Paul Hyman Zachary Paul Hyman 

Fla Bar No. 98581 zach@milenniallaw.com 

Attorney for Michael Furman  

 

  

 

 MARCUS NEIMAN RASHBAUM & 

PINEIRO LLP 

Counsel for Defendant Perry S. Abbonizio  

2 South Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 1750 

Miami, Florida 33131  

Telephone: (305) 400-4260  

Counsel for Defendant Perry S. Abbonizio  

 

 /s/ Jeffrey E. Marcus  

JEFFREY E. MARCUS 

Fla Bar No. 310890 

jmarcus@mnrlawfirm.com  

DANIEL L. RASHBAUM  

Fla Bar No. 75084 

drashbaum@mnrlawfirm.com  

JASON L. MAYS  

jmays@mnrlawfirm.com 

Fla Bar No. 106495 
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 AKERMAN LLP 

Attorneys for Dean Vagnozzi 

Three Brickell City Centre, Suite 1100 98 

Southeast Seventh Street 

Miami, Florida 33131 

Telephone: (305) 374-5600 

Facsimile: (305) 374-5095 

 

By: /s/ Brian P. Miller  

BRIAN P. MILLER 

Florida Bar No. 980633 

brian.miller@akerman.com 

Kelly.connolly@akerman.com  

ALEJANDRO J. PAZ 

Florida Bar No. 1011728 

Alejandro.paz@akerman.com 

marylin.herrera@akerman.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was served on all 

counsel of record via electronic mail this 10h day of November, 2021.  

 

/s/ Joshua R. Levine   

JOSHUA R. LEVINE 
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