
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
 CASE NO.: 20-CV-81205-RAR 
 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION,  
          
    Plaintiff,   
         
v.         
         
COMPLETE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS GROUP,  
     INC. d/b/a/ PAR FUNDING, et al., 
____________________________________________/ 

 
JOINT NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE 

 
Plaintiff and all Defendants hereby file a Notice of Compliance, advising the Court that all 

parties complied with the Order to hold an informal settlement conference [ECF No. 739]. The 

parties held the informal settlement conference on September 17, 2021.  On that day, counsel for 

the Securities and Exchange Commission held four separate settlement discussions spanning a 

total of approximately 7 hours with counsel for: (1) Dean Vagnozzi; (2) Michael Furman; (3) Perry 

Abbonizio; and (4) Lisa McElhone, Joseph Cole Barleta, and Joseph LaForte.  No tentative 

settlements were reached, but discussions are ongoing with Defendants Vagnozzi, Abbonizio, 

McElhone, and LaForte. 

September 22, 2021     Respectfully submitted, 

      By: Amie Riggle Berlin   
      Amie Riggle Berlin 
      Senior Trial Counsel 
      Florida Bar No. 630020 
      Direct Dial: (305) 982-6322 
      Email:  berlina@sec.gov 
      Attorney for Plaintiff 
 
      SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
      COMMISSION 
      801 Brickell Avenue, Suite 1800 
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      Miami, Florida 33131 
      Telephone:  (305) 982-6300 
      Facsimile:  (305) 536-4154 
 
By: Zachary P. Hyman    By: Brian P Miller     
Zachary P. Hyman     Brian P. Miller 
Florida Bar No. 98581    Florida Bar No. 0980633 
Direct Dial: (954) 271-2719    Direct Dial: (305) 982-5626 
Email: zach@millenniallaw.com   Email: brian.miller@akerman.com 
Counsel for Defendant Michael C. Furman  Counsel for Defendant Dean Vagnozzi 
Millennial Law, Inc.     Akerman LLP 
501 E. Las Olas Boulevard., Suite 200/308  98 Southeast Seventh Street. 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301   Miami, Florida 33131 
 
By: Alejandro Soto     By: Joshua R. Levine 
Alejandro Soto     Joshua R. Levine 
Florida Bar No. 172847    Florida Bar No. 91807 
Direct Dial: (305) 569-7701    Direct Dial: (954) 862-8576 
Emal: asoto@ffslawfirm.com    Email: levine@kolawyers.com 
Co-Counsel for Defendant Joseph LaForte  Co-Counsel for Defendant Joseph LaForte 
Fridman Fels & Soto, PLLC    Kopelowitz Ostrow Ferguson  
2525 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 750  Weiselberg Gilbert 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134    One West Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 500 
      Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
 
By: Alsan S. Futerfas     By: Jeffrey E. Marcus 
Alan S. Futerfas     Jeffrey E. Marcus 
Direct Dial: (212) 684-8400    Florida Bar No. 310890  
Email: asfuterfas@futerfaslaw.com   Direct Dial: (305) 400-4262 
Counsel for Defendant Lisa McElhone  Email: jmarcus@mnrlawfirm.com 
Law Offices of Alan S. Futerfas   Counsel for Defendant Perry S. Abbonizio 
565 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor    Marcus Neiman Rashbaum & Pineiro LLP  
New York, New York 10017    2 South Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 2530 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice    Miami, Florida 33131 
 
By: Bettina Schein 
Bettina Schein 
Direct Dial: (212) 880-9417 
Email: bschein@bettinascheinlaw.com 
Counsel for Defendant Joseph Cole Barleta 
Law Offices of Bettina Schein 
565 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served this 22nd day 
of September 2021 via cm-ecf on all defense counsel in this case. 
 
      s/ Amie Riggle Berlin 
      Amie Riggle Berlin 
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