
  

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA  

 
Case No. 20-CIV-81205-RAR 

  
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION,  
  

Plaintiff,  
  
v.  
  
COMPLETE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS GROUP,  
INC. d/b/a PAR FUNDING, et al.,  

 

  
Defendants.  

_____________________________________________/  
 

 
UNOPPOSED MOTION TO WITHDRAW AS COUNSEL FOR 

DEFENDANT MICHAEL C. FURMAN 

 The undersigned counsel and law firm, Sallah Astarita & Cox, LLC (collectively, 

“Counsel”), respectfully move on an unopposed basis to withdraw as counsel for Defendant 

Michael C. Furman.  

MEMORANDUM 

 An attorney’s request to withdraw from the representation on nonmandatory grounds is 

governed by Rule 4-1.16(b) of the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar.  Under that Rule, counsel may 

withdraw if continued “representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the 

lawyer;” or that “other good cause for withdrawal exists.” Id. 

 Because Mr. Furman is currently unable to satisfy certain terms of his engagement 

agreement, Counsel’s continued representation of Mr. Furman will result in an unreasonable 

financial burden on the undersigned.  It also constitutes good cause for Counsel’s withdrawal.  In 

accordance with Local Rule 11.1(d)(3), Counsel has provided notice to Mr. Furman, which 

included an advanced copy of this motion and accompanying proposed order. 
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 In accordance with Local Rule 11.1(d)(3), the Court, the Clerk, and parties may send mail 

and email to Defendant Michael C. Furman at the following addresses: 1615 Forum Place, Suite 

500, West Palm Beach, FL 33401and MikeCFurman@gmail.com. 

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD FAITH CONFERENCE 

 In accordance with Local Rule 7.1(a)(3), the undersigned counsel has conferred with, and 

provided notice to, Amie Riggle Berlin, Esq., counsel for Plaintiff Securities and Exchange 

Commission, who does not oppose the instant relief. 

CONCLUSION 

 WHEREFORE, the underigned counsel and firm respectfully requests that the Court grant 

this unopposed motion and enter an order substantially similar to the attached proposed order.          

Dated: April 14, 2021 

Respectfully submitted,    

SALLAH ASTARITA & COX, LLC 
3010 N. Military Trail, Ste. 210 
Boca Raton, FL  33431 
561-989-9080 (Tel.)  
561-989-9020 (Fax) 
 
/s/Jeffrey L. Cox 
Jeffrey L. Cox, Esq. 
Fla. Bar No. 0173479 
jlc@sallahlaw.com  
 
/s/James D. Sallah 
James D. Sallah, Esq. 
Fla. Bar No. 0092584  
jds@sallahlaw.com 
 
/s/Joshua Arnold Katz 
Joshua Arnold Katz, Esq. 
Fla. Bar No. 0848301  
jak@sallahlaw.com 

 
 

Case 9:20-cv-81205-RAR   Document 534   Entered on FLSD Docket 04/14/2021   Page 2 of 5

mailto:jlc@sallahlaw.com
mailto:jds@sallahlaw.com


 3 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on April 14, 2021, I electronically filed the foregoing document 

with the Clerk of the Court using CM/ECF.  I also certify that the foregoing is being served this 

day upon all counsel of record identified on the attached Service List in the manner specified, either 

via transmission of Notices of Electronic Filing generated by CM/ECF or in some other authorized 

manner for those counsel or parties who are not authorized to receive electronically Notice of 

Electronic Filing. 

     /s/ Jeffrey L. Cox 
     Jeffrey L. Cox 

 
 

SERVICE LIST 
 

  
VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 
 
Michael C. Furman  
1615 Forum Place, Suite 500 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
MikeCFurman@gmail.com 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
VIA CM/ECF 
 
Amie Riggle Berlin, Esq. 
Senior Trial Counsel 
Fla Bar No. 630020 
berlina@sec.gov 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 
801 Brickell Avenue, Suite 1800 
Miami, Florida 33131 
(305) 982-6300 
Counsel for Plaintiff 
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Jeffrey E. Marcus, Esq. 
Fla Bar No. 310890 
jmarcus@mnrlawfirm.com 
Daniel L. Rashbaum, Esq. 
Fla Bar No. 75084 
drashbaum@mnrlawfirm.com 
Jason L. Mays, Esq. 
jmays@mnrlawfirm.com 
Fla Bar No. 106495 
MARCUS NEIMAN RASHBAUM & PINEIRO LLP  
Counsel for Defendant Perry S. Abbonizio  
2 South Biscayne Boulevard,  
Suite 1750 Miami, Florida 33131  
(305) 400-4260 
Counsel for Defendant Perry S. Abbonizio 
 
James R. Frocarro Jr., Esq. 
20 Vanderventer Ave., Suite 103W 
Port Washington, New York 11050 
516-944-5062 
Jrfesq61@aol.com 
(Admitted Pro Hac Vice) 
Counsel for Defendant W. LaForte 
 
David L. Ferguson, Esq. 
Fla Bar No. 0981737 
Ferguson@kolawyers.com 
Seth D. Haimovitch, Esq. 
Fla Bar No. 0085939 
Haimovitch@kolawyers.com 
KOPELOWITZ OSTROW 
FERGUSON WEISELBERG GILBERT 
One W. Las Olas Blvd., Suite 500 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
(954) 525-4100 
Counsel for Defendant Joseph W. LaForte 
 
Alan S. Futerfas, Esq, 
LAW OFFICES OF ALAN S. FUTERFAS 
565 Fifth Ave., 7th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
212-684-8400 
asfuterfas@futerfaslaw.com 
(Admitted Pro Hac Vice) 
Counsel for Defendant Lisa McElhone 
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 Michael F. Bachner, Esq. 
Bachner & Herskovits 
39 Broadway, Suite 1610 
New York, NY 10004 
212-344-7778 
mb@bhlawfirm.com 
Counsel for Defendant Lisa McElhone 
 
Bettina Schein, Esq. 
565 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
212-880-9417 
bschein@bettinascheinlaw.com 
(Admitted Pro Hac Vice) 
Counsel for Joseph Cole Barleta 
 
Brian P. Miller, Esq. 
Fla Bar No. 980633 
brian.miller@akerman.com 
Alejandro J. Paz, Esq. 
Fla Bar No. 1011728 
Alejandro.paz@akerman.com 
AKERMAN LLP 
Three Brickell City Centre, Suite 1100 
98 Southeast Seventh Street 
Miami, Florida 33131 
(305) 374-5600 
Counsel for Defendant Dean J. Vagnozzi 
 
Alejandro Oscar Soto, Esq. 
Fridman Fels & Soto, PLLC 
asoto@ffslawfirm.com 
Daniel Scott Fridman, Esq. 
dfridman@ffslawfirm.com 
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd 
Suite 750 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
(305) 569-7707 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA  

 
Case No. 20-CIV-81205-RAR 

  
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION,  
  

Plaintiff,  
  
v.  
  
COMPLETE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS GROUP,  
INC. d/b/a PAR FUNDING, et al.,  

 

  
Defendants.  

_____________________________________________/  
 

ORDER GRANTING UNOPPOSED MOTION TO WITHDRAW AS COUNSEL FOR 
DEFENDANT MICHAEL C. FURMAN 

 
 Attorneys Jeffrey L. Cox, James D. Sallah, Joshua Arnold Katz, and all of the law firm of 

Sallah, Astarita & Cox, LLC have moved to withdraw as counsel for Defendant Michael C. 

Furman. (ECF No.____).   

 An attorney’s request to withdraw from the representation on nonmandatory grounds is 

governed by Rule 4-1.16(b) of the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar. Counsel submits that the 

motion is based on the factors that continued “representation will result in an unreasonable 

financial burden on the lawyer” and that “other good cause for withdrawal exists.” Id. 

 After considering the unopposed motion, record, and the relevant legal authorities, the 

Court GRANTS the Motion (ECF No.____).  The Court FURTHER ORDERS that: 

1. Attorneys Jeffrey L. Cox, James D. Sallah, Joshua Arnold Katz, and the law firm Sallah 

Astarita & Cox, LLC are DISCHARGED as counsel of record in this case for Mr. Furman. 

2. Mr. Furman has provided the following address and email address: 1615 Forum Place, Suite 

500, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 and MikeCFurman@gmail.com. 
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3. The Court DIRECTS the Clerk to update the docket to reflect Mr. Furman’s pro se status 

and to link the above address and email address with this party to ensure that the Clerk’s 

Office will mail and email copies of future filings, correspondence, and orders, including 

this order, to him. 

DONE AND ORDERED at Miami, Florida on April ___, 2021.  

 
 
      ________________________________ 
      RODOLFO A. RUIZ II 
      UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
 

Copies via email to: 
 
MikeCFurman@gmail.com 
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